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Abstract: Ethnography is "a potentially validity-rich method, fully as
scientific as the reliability-rich, experimental, hypothesis-testing
method" (Sanjek 1990:395). Herein lies the crux of a problem. Australian
research funding structures and guidelines for multidisciplinary focused
research are often based on an instrumental research paradigm. This has
implications for the manner in which ethnography is both designed into and
utilized in projects, and for the application of outcomes of research.
This paper discusses the challenges and opportunities in undertaking
ethnographic research in this environment.
