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This project will chart changes in Australian newspapers’ political reporting over the last 50 years, from the introduction of television until the present.  At a later stage, the research will include interviews and case studies, but the first and most extensive part of it will be based on content analysis.  The content analysis itself will consist of two main phases.  The second phase will be an analysis of coverage of some recurring occasions in Australian political life, initially the Federal budget and some aspects of election campaigning, and probably then later some of either Premiers’ conferences, ALP national conferences, Prime Ministerial travel overseas, and party leadership struggles.  The first phase will examine changing patterns of newspapers’ content and news coverage, and this paper introduces some of the considerations behind its design.  It includes some general criteria for good content analysis of news, and in particular the need for a newsmaking-sensitive design, one that takes account of the complexities of news production, news formats, and the sources and occasions on which the news is reporting.  

