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Abstract:

Reflexivity is a key aspect of qualitative research. Considerable attention has been given to the ways in which gender mediates the production and analysis of qualitative data; however, much of this has been focused on qualitative interviews with women and the influence of the interviewer’s gender on the production of data. Very little work has been done on the role of constructions of masculinity in shaping dialogue in qualitative interview contexts and the comparison of different interviewer-interviewee interpersonal dynamics is an issue that has been largely ignored. Drawing on four different studies from the UK and Australia (two about cancer and two about work and family), this paper examines how gender constructions mediate the production of qualitative data in a range of interviewer to interviewee contexts (male to female; male to male; female to female; and female to male). Analysis of interview dialogue illustrates the ways in which the influence of gender is fundamental to the emergent accounts; however, we also argue against gender-reductionism, and that attention be paid to how the influence of gender is embedded in other situational and psycho-social factors and hence cannot be examined in isolation. 
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