Using NVivo® for mixed method data analysis of student persistence: the lessons learnt
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Well-designed mixed method studies need to have integration of datasets, however, integration can be complex. Computer technology has the potential to assist and provide creative tools for adding depth and diversity during data analysis. This paper will explore how NVivo® was used as a tool for facilitating data analysis, in a mixed methods study of students’ persistence in a Bachelor of Nursing programme. Third year students were surveyed by a questionnaire that contained demographic items, a structured newly developed persistence instrument and open-ended questions about persistence. The questionnaire was completed by 147 students. Quantitative data was initially entered into SPSS and the qualitative data was imported into NVivo®. Using attribute data imported from SPSS, data coded in NVivo® were explored for relationships with respondents’ attribute profile including the demographic and instrument scales. The use of the NVivo® software proved to be beneficial in facilitating the synthesis of the mixed methods data and enriched the findings of the study. The lessons learnt from this experience will assist other researchers in investigating alternative tools for integrating mixed methods data.
